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"Again He began to teach by the sea" Mt. 4:1
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THE CALL TO EVANGELIZE

Before being taken up into Heaven at the
Ascension, Jesus left His disciples with a very
clear vision and command. Speaking to them
directly, as leaders of the Kingdom on earth,
the Lord said: “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations...teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded
you.” [Matthew 28:19-20]. Note that Jesus does
not tell His followers to “go, if you choose,”
or “make disciples (students) when you have
the opportunity.” Rather, it is evident that to
spread the Word of God throughout the world,
preaching and teaching, baptizing new
Christians and bringing them to the Church
was the main task left to the Apostles.

We know from the book of Acts, the epistles
and even historical sources from the first
century that truly, the Apostles and the new
Christians took Jesus’ command seriously: St.
Paul traveled throughout the eastern
Mediterranean, reaching cities and villages;
St. Thomas reached even India in his apostolic

(missionary) zeal; St. Mark took the Good
News to AfTica, and so on. Over the centuries,
the Church grew and spread because of the
missionary efforts of dedicated, committed
Christians - clergy and lay people alike - who
took seriously those words of Jesus: “Go and
make disciples of all nations.”

The missionary work which Jesus
commanded us to do is not over yet - it
continues to this day in Africa, Latin America,
Asia and beyond. Orthodox missionary
activities exist even within these United
States, to bring God’s people - Greek or not,
Christian and non-Christian - to the Truth of
Orthodoxy.

Archbishop Demetrios has made Outreach
and Evangelism within the borders of the
Archdiocese of America a priority. Our own
Metropolitan Gerasimos has repeated the
same message, focusing on the family and its
needs within the Church and society. We can
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no longer count on immigrants and new arrivals from
Orthodox lands to fill our pews. We are no longer merely
curators of an ancient Faith. The time has come for us, in
turn, to make Jesus® directive our own task.

Now, it is time for us to take Our Lord’s words to heart,
to reach out and evangelize. We must look to the lambs
of our own flock who have been lost, to bring them back
into the fold. But, we must also take the message of
ORTHODOX Christianity those Christians who are
dissatisfied with the humanistic approach of western
Christianity, showing the SPIRITUALITY of the East.
We need to reach out to our friends and neighbors,
helping them to understand that Orthodox is net
synonymous with ‘Festival.’

I extend a warm and enthusiastic invitation to afi, to
become part of Outreach and Evangelism - beginning
with, but not limited to the Island of Oahu. As modem-
day disciples of the Lord, let us take seriously Jesus’
words. Let us rekindle the flame of Missions, beginning
with SS Constantine & Helen.

In Christ,
® Fr. John

WHY STUDY SCRIPTURE?

To drive away the wrong tendencies previously acquired
by the soul, nothing is more helpful than immersing
oneself in love of studying the Holy Scriptures and
understanding the depths of thoughts they contain. When
thoughts become immersed in the delight of fathoming the
hidden wisdom from the words, a person leaves the world
behind and forgets all that is therein. This is in proportion
to the enlightenment they draw from the words.

But even when the mind floats only on the surface of the
waters of the Divine Scriptures and cannot penetrate to the
very depths of the thoughts contained in it, even then the
very fact that one is occupied with zeal to understand the
Scriptures is enough to firmly pinion their thoughts in
ideas of the miraculous alone, and to prevent one from
seeking after the material and carnal.
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