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Numerous Titles

The Holy Day which we observe forty daysvords which have now become a prayer,
after the Birth of Christ goes by numerousecited at each Vesper Service in the

names: The Meeting of the Lord, The®r t hod o x Church: ALord
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, and Theervant depart in peace, according to Your
Encounter with the Lord, among others. word: for my eyes have seen Your salvation,

The dayods events ar ewigh Yoy ipaye%,pre@ageqi ig the presangeofe 2
-39. Joseph and Mary obeyed the command & People; a light to enlighten the Gentiles,

the Law of Moses founded in Leviticus 12and the glory for Your
According to the Law, after the birth of aln some Orthodox churches, it is customary

child, the mother was unclean for 7 days, them this day to bless candles to be used in the
remained at home for 33 days, and on the 4Gthurch. According to tradition these candles

day after the birth she would present the childelp against natural disasters like thunder,

in the Temple and make the appropriatéightning, flooding rains and hail. They were
offering. Every first born son had to bealso given to the dying and placed into the
redeemed from service in the sanctuary byaffin of the deadkeep the devil away.

payment of five shekels. An offering of a paifrhere is a custom growing in this country of
of doves or pigeons could be made by tho$fing godchildren and their godparents
who could not afford the five shekels. coming to the church for the godchildren, now
At the Presentation in the Temple, Simeomdults, to make their own commitment to
the righteous and the Prophetess Anna we@Ghrist. The godparents brought them to
present, representatives of the holiness whiathurch in their infancy, confessed the Creed,
in a time of great spiritual deadness can stilenounced the devil and accepted Christ for

survive in the world. Simeon uttered the _
(Continued on pags)
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Faith Matters

Question: Why do we not have women priests?

Answer: The Church has never had women prig
because the priest is an image of Christ, who was a n
The Church also never had priestesses, as did the p
religions, as a means to emphasize its sharp difference
the practices associated with priestesses of the p
religions.

Question: Why does the Church allow three
marriages? Why not thirtshree?

Answer: a second and third marriage is permitted

our church as a concession to human weakness and frai
i s an planthropmafdo AThe | i mit o
arbitrary. The feeling i
third. The whole institution of marriage loses its respect
sanctity under such circumstances.

<

Question: s it true that a nopracticing member of
the Greek Orthodox faith cannot receive Holy Communio

Answer: Your question is very interesting, for

could be changed slight to make a very important p
about t he Ort hodox -pedcticings
member of the Greek Orthodox faith means that he or
doesnoét receive Holy Comt
Holy Communion, you are not practicing your fait
Frequent participation in the Sacrament is an essential a
of being an Ort hodpwxa cCthird
mean a person who has been baptized, but has denie
faith, you are right.

Faith Matters is a regular feature &horelines. If you have a

guestion or topic for discussion, please send it to our Chy
Office, via email or to our physical address.

<

Rev. Father John Kuehnle
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LITURGICAL LIFE OF OUR PARISH

WEEKDAY SERVICES FOR THE M ONTH

Presentation in the Temple Fri, 1 Vespers 6:00PM
Maui Liturgy Sat 2 Liturgy ~ 10:00AM
Needed Lists keep ourselves closed up, what do we give] and
what do we receive? Only when we share| our
D we

C_)rthodox_Christiar_w _should maintain. The fir; okespeople. And only when we are open
list contains the living Orthodox members ; ;

) : . hers fulfill their roles.
your family, while the other contains th

Orthodox members of your family who hav ; ]
died. It is a good idea to locate and update yWHP pray at home and live out their fz
ctively during the week. Then when pal

lists by the end of this month of this montﬂ, .
mbers gather on Sunday for the Di

adding names to either list or transferring th
from one list to another. oltl;rr?{c; :gggi\?ea‘ﬁogore to share and bec
On Saturdays, March™916", and 2%' (during P _ ' o
Great Lent) and on June "2 (eve of On Being a Christian
Pentecost), the names of all those on i pe a Christian is to feel an unus
AFall en asleep in  {§nBafthly joy flodting the sotiltand Yiel
remembered at the Soul Saturday liturgies. into a peace which the world cannot give.
Share al_so a serious thing to b'e a Chri_stian. It ca
Th ish I | with it tasks and obligations. Chief of thes
'he paris community is only as strong as ¥H8 duty of faithful witness to the world. R
individual members who make it up. the world at large is too busy or too indiffer
Father Edward Hays, author of several bo@kSread the Word of God or to follow

There are two important lists that every adglFri fts with others d
8
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strong parish needs individuals and families
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on prayer, gives this image: picture a covetegchings. But it does read the meaning of

dish supper to which everyone brings empling a Christian in the way you and | live.

pots and casserole dishes. No one would\{je.+ joes the word find reflected in our liv
fed. They would go away hungry. The reflected glory of the teaching of Christ
Add to this another possibility: what ik a question which each of us must regu
everyone brought pots and dishes with #d eventually answer.

covers taped down and did not remove them.

Nothing would be shared. No one would eat.

People would leave hungry, despite dishes full

of good food.

So it is with the spiritual life. If we gather at

the church Sunday after Sunday and bring only

emptiness, what do we offer to others? If we

bS?
? It
arly
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Contentment Comes from to achieve victory and to destroy us forever.
Withi O Lord, Holy, Mighty and Immortal, Who
Iitnin created us from the mud and breathed a living
"If we have food and clothing, we shall be soul into mud, do not allow, O Lord, that the
content with that" (I Timothy 6:8). mud overwhelms! Help our spirit that it always

The apostles of God taught others that whighstronger than the earth.
they themselves fulfilled in their own livest. Nikolai Velimirovich
When they had food and clothing they were

content. Even when it occurred that they |

neither food nor clothing they were conte

For their contentment did not emanate from | .

outside but emanated from within. Thi
contentment was not so cheap as
contentment of an animal, but costly, mc
costly and more rare. Internal contentment,
contentment of peace and love of God in
heart, that is the contentment of greater n. =
that was the apostolic contentment.

In great battles, generals are dressed and fga &
ordinary soldiers and they do not sea
contentment in food nor in clothes but
victory. Victory is the primary principle o% 2%

contentment of those who battle. Brethren, L

Christians are constantly in battle, in battle forChange Within is Necessary

the victory of the spirit over the material, ithere seems to be one basic premise that all
battle for conquest of the higher over the lowgfeat religious teachers and philosophers agree
man over beast. Is it not, therefore, absurdyyn. It is this: If a person desires a change in

engage in battle and not to worry about victefi§ outer circumstancelse must first change
but to concern oneself with externglithin himself

decorations and ornaments? Is it not foolishd
give to one's enemies the marks

identification? Our invisible enemy [Satarif:';f)l
rejoices at our vanity and supports us in ev
vain thought. The invisible enemy occupies
with every possible unreasonable pettiness
idleness only to impose upon our minds i
heavy forgetfulness relative to that for whi

dly enough, few of us look at it this way. In
ct if we hear it in the Church, we are sure that
sounds fine but it
Father spend our time searching for myriads of
Mathods to effect the change we desire. We
il devote time and money, and go to any
‘ra‘lgth short of following the old precepts of
fHe Church to find some magic formula to

Epllng us the things we want. If we would only
[Satan] presents to us the worthless ?fnowledge that our outer life is only a

|mportgnt, th_e irrelevant as ggsentlal .and t?éef ection of our inner thoughts and attitudes
which is detrimental as beneficial only in ord\We would go far toward our goal.

4



ANGELS IN DIVINE LITURGY - Part Il (continued)

by Alexandra Helene
Condensed from St. George Greek Orthodox Church, S.C., and Experiences During the
Divine Liturgy by Protopresbyter Stephanos K. Anagnostopoulos G. Gelbesis Publications, 2008.

THE CHERUBIC HYMN- (continued) The not be glorified in splendor by the inconceivable
Cherubic Hymn is the song of the angels, sunggrandeur of the heavenly Altar and the angelic
during every Divine Liturgy of the year except hymns."
those of Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday. It CENSING- The act of censing is also
occurs after the Gospel reading and is interruptethted to the angelic realm. John the Evangelist
by the Great Entrance. The Cherubic Hymn wasentions that an angel of the Lord came to him
added to the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom byand stood on the Holy Altar, holding a golden
order of the Emperor Justinian near the end of ¢kaser. He was given much incense which were
sixth century. the prayers and supplications of the saints of the

All those attending the liturgy "mystically triumphant Church to reinforce the prayers of the
represent the cherubim.” The church on earth i&ithful of the Militant Church on earth and to
transformed into a piece of the heavenly churcbffer them before God's heavenly throne.

All the Christians who attend church services Censing is a strong urging for a prayer.

together with the priest ought to be transformed  Since this is the meaning of incense, it is the
into super angels if we are going to escort the reason why the congregation stands and bows
Heavenly King, and receive him in our hearts antlen the celebrant incenses. It is the reciprocal
through Holy Communion. Therefore we oughtto the priest's invitation for prayer. The priest

to become like the Cherubim, which we represéotks at all the congregation as if he is looking at
in Divine Worship. each one of them separately and like the Angel of

While the Cherubic hymn is being sung, thbe Apocalypse he offers incense "with the
priest says a personal confessional prayer.  prayers of all Saints."

Again, in these prayers, the angels are mentioned. GREAT ENTRANCE- This procession

"Thou alone, O Lord our God, rulest over thosewhere the Gifts are taken from the table of

on heaven and on earth, who art borne on the oblation and placed on the altar is led by the altar
throne of the cherubim, who are Lord of the  boys with fans and candles and incense which all
seraphim and King of Israel, who alone art holyepresent the angelic hosts who escort the coming
and retest in the holy places.” Therefore, we of Jesus. This can be though of as Christ's

ought to become like the Cherubim, which we journey to martydom from the Praetorium to
represent in Divine Worship. Golgotha. We hear the theif's plea, "Remember

Chysostom says, "The soul of a Christian us, O Lord our God, in your kingdom now and
who has not learned how to become alienated forever, unto the ages of ages."
from worldly cares during the Divine Liturgy will TO BE CONTINUED..........

(Continued from pag) accompanied it. One rea
them. Now they are witnesses to th®e sun turns toward summer. Winter with its
recommitment. What joy penetrates théiost is turning away. On the Meeting of the
hearts! Lor d, wi nter and summer
This was a favorite Holy Day of many of oWhat customs do you keep to make this day
ancestors. Many customs and sayingere significant in your life?
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