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St. Alexander of Constantinople
Saint Alexander was sent to the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea as the delegate of

Saint Metrophanes, Bishop of Constantinople (see June 4), to whose throne he succeeded in the year 325. When Arius had deceitfully professed allegiance to the Council of Nicaea, Saint Alexander, knowing his guile, refused to receive him into communion; Arius' powerful partisans threatened that they would use force to bring Arius
into the communion of the Church the following day. Saint Alexander prayed fervently that God might spare the Church; and as Arius was in a privy place relieving nature,
his bowels gushed forth with an effusion of blood, and the arch-heresiarch died the
death of Judas. Saint Alexander was Bishop from 325 until 337, when he was suc-

ceeded by Saint Paul the Confessor, who died a martyr's death at the hands of the Arians (see Nov. 6). The Saint John commemorated here appears to be the one who was
Patriarch during the years 562-577, surnamed Scholasticus, who is also commemorated on February 21. He was from Antioch, where he had been a lawyer (scholasticus);
he was made presbyter, then was sent to Constantinople as representative
(apocrisiarius) of the Patriarch of Antioch, and was appointed Patriarch of Constantinople by the Emperor Justinian. Saint Paul was Bishop of Constantinople during the
years 687 - 693, in the reign of Emperor Justinian II, and presided over the Quinisext
Council in 692.
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12th Sunday of Matthew

Commemoration of: Leave-taking of the Feast of the Forerunner;
Alexander, John and Paul, Patriarchs of Constantinople; Phantinos of...
Apolytikia - Entrance Hymns
Effrenestho ta urania
(Hymn of the Day)
Tone 3
Let the heavens rejoice, let all the earth be glad, for the Lord has shown His might
with His arm, the Lord has shown His might with His arm. He has trampled death
down by death becoming first to be born of the dead, from the depths of Hades He has
delivered us, and He granted to the world His great mercy.
Mnimi thikeu
(St. John the Baptist)
Tone 2
The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for you suffices the testimony of the Lord, O Forerunner. You have proved to be truly more ven'rable than the
Prophets, since you were granted to baptize in the river the One whom they proclaimed. Therefore, when for the truth you had contested, rejoicing, to those in Hades
you preached the Gospel, that God was manifested in the flesh, and takes away the
sin of the world, and grants to us the great mercy.
Tu Stavru su ton tipon
(Hymn of the Church)
Tone 8
Having seen in the sky the form of Your Cross and, like Paul, having received his
calling not from men, Your apostle among Kings, Lord, placed his reigning city in
Your hand, which forever you guard in peace, by the intercessions of the Theotokos,
for You alone are the lover of mankind.

Kontakion
Tone 4
Ioakim ke Anna
(Nativity of the Theotokos)
Both Joachim and Anna from their sterility's stigma, and Adam and Eve from their
mortality's ruin have been set free, O immaculate Maid, by your holy nativity. For
this do your people hold celebration, redeemed from the guilt of transgression as they
cry to you, "The barren one bears the Theotokos, the nourisher of our Life.”
Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
BRETHREN, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the gospel, which
you received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast -- unless
you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me.
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 19:16-26
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, "Good Teacher,
what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you

call me good? One there is who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said, "You shall not kill, You shall not
commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your
father and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yourself." The young man
said to him, "All these I have observed; what do I still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If
you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." When the young man heard this he
went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.
And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But
Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible."
Today
 SUN, 8/30– 12th Sunday of Matthew; Sunday School Meeting via Google Meets
4 p.m.
This Week
 TUE, 9/1– Ecclesiastical New Year via Zoom: Orthros 8:30 a.m., followed by
Divine Liturgy; “Creating a Culture of True Stewardship” Webinar 3:30 p.m. (5Part Series every other Tuesday; see Email Blast for Information & to Register)
 WED, 9/2– Parish Council Treasurers’ Metropolis Zoom Meeting 4 p.m.
 SAT, 9/5- ***No Great Vespers this Evening***
 SUN, 9/6– 13th Sunday of Matthew;
Prayer Ministry
Prayer Ministry meets every Thursday by phone at 11 a.m. For information,
email prayer@greekorthodoxhawaii.org or call the church office at 521-7220.
New Greek Class
The new Greek Class, based on Papaloizos Publications, will meet via Zoom every
Thursday at 4 p.m. Contact Stelio Scordilis for information, sscordilis@gmail.com.
Zoom Link for all Services (until end of 2 Week Stay at Home Order)
Meeting ID: 645 401 0911; Password: 990890
Pearls of Wisdom from the Holy Fathers
Several Quotes from St. John of Kronstadt
“Do not be despondent when fighting against the incorporeal enemy, but even in the
midst of your afflictions and oppression praise the Lord, Who has found you worthy
to suffer for Him, by struggling against the subtlety of the serpent, and to be wounded
for Him at every hour; for had you not lived piously, and endeavored to become united to God, the enemy would not have attacked and tormented you.”
“Love every man in spite of his falling into sin. Never mind the sins, but remember
that the foundation of the man is the same - the image of God.”
“Your Lord is a God of mercy and bountifulness: be a source of mercy and bountifulness to your neighbors. If you will be such, you will find salvation yourself with everlasting glory.”

